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Inspiring	Worship	
2	Corinthians	4:3–12;	Mark	9:2–9	

	
Peter	said	to	Jesus,	‘	.	.	.	it	is	good	for	us	to	be	here’	(Mark	9:5).	
	

In	these	weeks	we	are	covering	the	emerging	elements	of	the	Mission	
Action	 Plan	 that	 our	 Parish	 Council	 has	 been	 working	 on	 over	 past	
months	with	Don	Owers	 from	 the	Diocese.	We	 began	 last	week	with	
the	 first	 one,	 from	which	 the	 others	 all	 flow:	 vibrant	 faith.	 Today	we	
come	to	the	second	one:	inspiring	worship.	
	
The	Mission	Action	Plan	picks	up	on	what	we	are	already	doing,	that	is	
important	 to	 us,	 and	 makes	 it	 something	 we	 want	 to	 aspire	 to	 and	
grow	in	over	the	time	ahead.	A	reason	why	our	Parish	Council	picked	
on	inspiring	worship	is	that	in	the	National	Church	Life	Survey	that	we	
did	as	a	parish	last	year	the	thing	most	valued	by	64%	if	our	members	
is	 ‘Sharing	 in	 Holy	 Communion/the	 Eucharist/Lord’s	 Supper;	 43%	
most	valued	 ‘Traditional	style	of	worship	or	music’;	and	39%	wanted	
to	give	attention	first	of	all	to	‘Worship	services	that	are	nurturing’.	
	
So	 let’s	 talk	 about	 this	 central	 activity	 that	we	 engage	 in	 as	 a	 parish:	
our	 services	 of	 worship.	 What	 is	 it	 that	 makes	 them	 inspiring—that	
breathes	 into	 us	 life	 and	 strength	 and	 hope,	 that	 equips	 us	 to	 ‘Go	 in	
peace	to	love	and	serve	the	Lord’,	to	be	sent	out	in	the	power	of	God’s	
Spirit	to	live	and	work	to	God’s	praise	and	glory?	
	
Peter	said	to	Jesus,	 ‘.	.	.	it	is	good	for	us	to	be	here’.	When	have	we	felt	
that	about	being	 in	one	of	our	services	of	worship?	Like	when	a	holy	
hush	descends	on	the	congregation,	and	we	sense	together	that	we	are	
in	the	presence	of	God.	Or	when,	in	the	bible	readings	or	the	preaching	
or	the	words	of	the	prayers	and	hymns	and	songs,	God	speaks	with	us	
in	 a	 new	way	 that	 permanently	 impacts	 our	 lives.	 Or	 when	 the	 love	
among	us	is	palpable?	Or	when	we	pray	for	someone	among	us	in	need,	
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or	 in	 thanks	 for	 a	 particular	 blessing,	 and	 there	 is	 an	 outpouring	 of	
grief,	or	joy,	always	of	caring	deeply.	
	
Think	 of	 a	 particular	moment	when	 something	 like	 that	 has	 happened	
for	you,	when	you	have	thought,	‘it	is	good	for	us	to	be	here’.	
	
Share	it	with	a	person	next	to	you.	
	
When	Peter	said,	‘it	is	good	for	us	to	be	here’,	what	had	just	happened?	
What	 was	 it	 that	made	 it	 ‘good’	 for	 Peter	 and	 James	 and	 John	 to	 be	
there?	They	found	themselves	in	what	Paul	the	apostle	called	‘the	light	
of	the	knowledge	of	the	glory	of	God	in	the	face	of	Jesus	Christ’	(2	Cor.	
4:6).	They	saw	Moses	and	Elijah,	 the	 law	and	 the	prophets	of	 the	Old	
Testament	 conversing	 with	 Jesus	 (Luke	 tells	 us,	 they	 were	 talking	
about	 what	 was	 about	 to	 happen	 to	 Jesus	 in	 Jerusalem:	 ‘that	 the	
Messiah	should	suffer	.	.	.	and	then	enter	into	his	glory’;	see	Luke	9:30–
31;	 24:25–27,	 45–47).	They	heard	God	 the	Father	bearing	witness	 to	
Jesus:	‘This	is	my	Son,	the	Beloved;	listen	to	him!’	
	
And	do	we	not	have	the	same	experience	when	we	come	to	worship?	In	
the	Scriptures	and	the	preaching	and	the	prayers	do	we	not	hear	God	
our	 Father	 speaking	 with	 us	 directly,	 bearing	 witness	 to	 God’s	 own	
dear	 Son	 Jesus?	 In	 the	Old	Testament	 reading	and	 the	Psalms,	do	we	
not	have	Moses	and	Elijah—the	law	and	the	prophets—expounding	the	
suffering	of	 the	Messiah	and	 the	 subsequent	glory?	 In	 this	account	of	
Christ’s	 transfiguration,	 have	 we	 not	 the	 direct	 witness	 of	 Peter	 and	
James	and	John—the	apostles	in	the	New	Testament—that	they	passed	
on	after	Jesus	rose	from	death	(see	e.g.	2	Pet.	1:16–18).	And	through	all	
this,	and	in	the	holy	sacrament	of	Christ’s	own	body	and	blood,	are	we	
not	 beholding	 the	 glory	 of	 God	 in	 the	 face	 of	 Jesus	 Christ,	 and	 being	
transformed	into	his	image	from	one	degree	of	glory	to	another,	by	the	
Lord	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 (see	 2	 Cor.	 3:17–18)?	 It’s	 good	 to	 come	 to	 our	
worship	services	with	this	level	of	expectancy.	
	
Not	 that	 this	was	all	 necessarily	 a	 cosy	or	pleasurable	 experience	 for	
the	apostles—we	are	told	that	Peter	and	James	and	John	were	terrified,	
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and	that	Peter	didn’t	know	what	to	say.	Most	people	in	the	Bible,	when	
they	have	a	direct	experience	of	God,	fall	flat	on	their	faces,	and	have	to	
be	 lifted	 up	 (see	 Ezek.	 1:28–2:2;	 Dan.	 10:8–11,	 15–19),	 or	 they	 are	
struck	 dumb,	 and	 have	 to	 be	 given	 something	 to	 say	 (Ezek.	 2:8–3:4,	
3:25–27;	 Luke	 1:19–20,	 59–79;	 Rev.	 1:17–19;	 10:8–11).	 The	 same	
thing	happens	today:	sometimes	when	people	are	prayed	for	with	the	
laying-on	of	hands	they	just	fall	over,	or	at	least	go	wobbly	at	the	knees.	
And	it’s	not	always	easy	to	put	it	into	words:	one	person	told	me	when	
they	were	prayed	for	once	with	the	laying-on	of	hands,	 ‘it	was	like	an	
explosion	in	my	head—eternity	in	a	moment!’	
	
Even	 so,	 for	 Peter	 and	 the	 others,	 what	 they	 saw	 and	 heard	 and	
experienced	was	enough	for	Peter	to	say,	‘it	is	good	for	us	to	be	here’.	
And	we	can	say	the	same.	Stunning	as	it	was,	we	understand	why	Peter	
wanted	 it	 to	 last	 forever:	 ‘let	 us	 make	 three	 dwellings	 [three	
tabernacles,	 sanctuaries,	 shrines,	worship	 places],	 let’s	make	 ‘one	 for	
you	[Jesus],	one	for	Moses,	and	one	for	Elijah’.	In	the	same	way,	we	may	
want	 to	 become	 permanently	 attached	 to	 our	 little	 worship	 spaces,	
beautiful	 and	 significant	 as	 they	may	be,	 and	never	move	on.	But	we	
can’t	stay	in	that	place	forever.	Suddenly	the	three	of	them	were	alone	
with	Jesus,	and	they	went	with	him	down	the	mountain.	
	
And	strangely	Jesus	told	them	not	to	say	anything	about	it	until	after	he	
had	been	raised	from	death.	Why	was	that?	In	the	Prayer	of	the	Day	we	
prayed:	 ‘Almighty	God,	whose	 Son	was	 revealed	 in	majesty	before	he	
suffered	 death	 upon	 the	 cross’.	 In	 the	 gospel	 accounts,	 the	
transfiguration	of	Jesus	marks	the	point	at	which	Jesus	‘set	his	face	to	
go	 to	 Jerusalem’,	 knowing	 what	 would	 await	 him	 there	 (Luke	 9:51;	
compare	 Mark	 9:30–31;	 10:32).	 And	 the	 glory	 of	 God	 in	 the	 face	 of	
Jesus	 Christ	 would	 not	 be	 revealed	 fully	 until	 that	 awful	 thing	
happened.	In	John’s	gospel	there	is	no	account	of	the	transfiguration	of	
Jesus	as	 such.	 In	 John’s	gospel	 the	moment	when	 Jesus	 is	 seen	as	 the	
glory	 of	 the	 Father’s	 great	 strong	 love	 is	when	 Jesus	 is	 suffering	 and	
dying	 on	 the	 cross.	 That’s	 when	 Jesus	 said,	 ‘Now	 is	 the	 Son	 of	 man	
glorified,	 and	 in	 him	 God	 is	 glorified’	 (John	 13:31–32;	 see	 also	 8:28;	
17:5).	Another	of	those	moments	when	worship	impacts	us	deeply:	one	
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person	 told	me	 of	 a	 time	when	 they	were	 in	 a	 service	 and	 the	 hymn	
was	 sung,	 ‘When	 I	 survey	 the	wondrous	 cross	on	which	 the	prince	of	
glory	died’—they	were	deeply	moved,	that	one	should	lay	down	his	life	
in	 that	way	 for	 the	 benefit	 of	 all	 others,	 and	 it	 has	 stayed	with	 them	
ever	 since.	 That’s	 why	 at	 the	 centre	 of	 our	 worship	 is	 the	
remembrance,	the	present	participation	in,	Christ’s	death	for	us,	as	we	
feed	on	him	in	our	mouths	and	our	hearts,	with	thanksgiving.	
	
There	may	be	another	reason	why	Jesus	told	them	not	to	say	anything	
about	 the	 transfiguration	 until	 after	 he	 had	 been	 raised	 from	 death.	
They	would	need	all	the	power	of	that	resurrection,	that	glory	of	love,	
to	be	able	 to	 take	what	would	 follow	when	they	started	to	 tell	others	
about	 the	 glory	 of	 God	 in	 the	 face	 of	 Jesus	 Christ.	 We	 go	 out	 into	 a	
world	 where	 sin	 and	 death	 still	 operate,	 and	 we	 ourselves	 are	 not	
immune	 from	 either.	 A	world	 that	 has	 largely	 abandoned	God	 for	 its	
own	agenda,	and	doesn’t	always	take	kindly	to	being	reminded	of	that.	
A	world	where	the	devil	and	the	powers	of	evil	are	still	on	the	loose	for	
a	limited	time.	That’s	why	through	our	worship	we	need	to	be	sure	of	
the	glory	of	God	in	the	face	of	the	risen	Lord	Jesus	to	be	able	to	see	it	
through.	So	that,	as	Paul	the	apostle	says	(see	2	Cor.	4:7–12),	when	we	
are	 afflicted,	we	 are	 not	 crushed;	when	we	 encounter	 perplexity,	we	
are	 not	 driven	 to	 despair;	 when	 we	 are	 persecuted,	 we	 are	 not	
forsaken—Jesus	comes	with	us	to	the	foot	of	the	mountain—and	when	
we	are	struck	down	we	are	not	destroyed.	 In	our	own	bodies	we	are	
given	to	share	in	the	sufferings	of	Christ	(see	John	15:18–20;	Col.	1:24),	
as	we	carry	with	us	the	message	of	Christ’s	death	and	resurrection	and	
good	rule	over	all	things,	and	it	is	in	our	sufferings	that	the	life	of	Jesus	
shines	through.	Paul	calls	us	‘clay	jars’,	‘earthen	vessels’,	with	the	light	
of	Jesus	inside.	It	is	when	we	are	knocked	about,	and	the	cracks	begin	
to	 appear,	 that	 the	 light	 of	 Jesus	 shines	 out—through	 the	 cracks!	 So	
then	 this	 is	 no	 credit	 to	 us	 for	 somehow	 measuring	 up.	 Then	 it	 is	
evident	 that	 ‘this	 extraordinary	 power	 belongs	 to	 God	 and	 does	 not	
come	from	us’	(2	Cor.	4:7).	And	so	it	has	compelling	power	in	the	lives	
of	others.	
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So—inspiring	worship—we	 really	need	 it,	 and	we	have	 it	 here.	We’ve	
made	it	one	of	our	priorities	in	our	Mission	Action	Plan.	A	small	group	
of	us	met	with	Don	Owers	last	week	to	further	the	Mission	Action	Plan	
by	 envisioning	 goals	 for	 our	 parish	 in	 these	 areas	 for	 the	 next	 five	
years.	We	 started	with	 the	 area	 of	 ‘inspiring	worship’,	 because	 that	 is	
the	most	culturally	sensitive	part	of	our	parish	life.	
	
It	has	long	been	recognised	that	St	John’s	and	All	Hallows’,	while	both	
being	 true	 to	 our	 Anglican	 heritage,	 have	 had	 two	 distinct	 and	 often	
different	 traditions	 of	 worship—a	 quieter,	 more	 traditional,	 formal	
worship	 at	 St	 John’s,	 and	 more	 relaxed,	 informal,	 flexible,	 cross-
generational	 worship	 at	 All	 Hallows’.	 Sometimes	 these	 two	 styles	 of	
worship	have	been	played	off	against	each	other,	as	if	they	are	contrary	
and	opposed.	That	 is	 very	 silly.	 Please	don’t	 ever	do	 that.	Having	 the	
option	 of	 two	 different	 styles	 of	 worship,	 that	 are	 equally	 valid,	 is	 a	
great	strength	in	our	parish.	If	we	try	to	homogenise	those	two	styles	
of	 worship,	 which	 I	 think	 is	 tending	 to	 happen	 at	 the	 moment,	 as	 I	
move	between	the	two,	it	would	be	a	sad	loss.	I	have	had	the	privilege	
of	leading	services	and	preaching	and	teaching	in	cathedrals	here	and	
overseas,	 in	 churches	across	 a	number	of	different	denominations,	 in	
halls,	 in	 education	 campuses,	 in	 homes,	 in	 campsites,	 in	 community	
centres,	 out-of-doors,	 and	 in	 a	 shed.	 I	 have	 baptised	 in	 an	 outback	
waterhole,	 and	 in	 a	 corrugated	 iron	 tank	 on	 a	 verandah,	 and	 in	
elaborate	marble	fonts.	I	have	led	the	Holy	Communion,	fully	vested,	as	
a	 solemn	 high	 Eucharist	 in	 a	 large	 church	 building.	 I’ve	 also	 done	 it	
with	families	gathered	round	the	table	in	a	farmhouse	living-room,	and	
in	an	underground	dugout	with	no	special	robes,	and	on	the	 lid	of	an	
Esky	 in	 a	 creekbed	 wearing	 an	 open-necked	 shirt.	 I	 have	 regarded	
them	all	as	equally	valid	in	their	settings.	The	Lord	was	present	at	each.	
So	don’t	come	to	me	trying	to	knock	any	other	form	of	worship	that	is	
different	from	you	have	become	used	to.	
	
Research	has	shown	that	‘Style	of	worship,	and	where	a	church	places	
itself	in	terms	of	its	theological	position,	appear	to	have	no	significant	
link	with	growth’—churches	of	any	flavour	can	grow—‘so	long	as	there	
is	 consistency	 and	 clarity,	 and	 the	 chosen	 style	 and	 tradition	 are	
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wholeheartedly	 adopted.	 This	 requires,	 among	 other	 things,	 not	 just	
keeping	on	doing	 things	because	 that’s	 the	way	we’ve	always	done	 it	
andwe’re	not	sure	why,	but	‘willingness	on	the	part	of	churches	to	self-
reflect,	 to	change	and	adapt	according	 to	context’.1	In	our	envisioning	
of	 our	 worship	 in	 five	 years	 time	 we	 wanted	 to	 highlight,	 and	
strengthen,	our	two	different	approaches	to	worship	in	this	parish,	and	
to	bring	all	our	 facilities	and	personnel	up	to	scratch	to	be	able	 to	do	
them	 well,	 and	 to	 grow.	 We	 hope	 to	 have	 the	 plan	 ready	 to	 start	
implementing	 it,	 step	 by	 step,	 in	 two	 or	 three	 month’s	 time.	 Please	
continue	to	pray	 for	us,	as	we	seek	to	keep	you	 informed	and	receive	
your	feedback.	
	
Meanwhile,	as	God	continues	to	show	us	the	glory	of	God	in	the	face	of	
Jesus	Christ,	 in	our	gatherings	week	by	week,	may	we	have	more	and	
more	right	reason	to	say,	‘it	is	good	for	us	to	be	here!’	

																																								 																					
1 	Email	 from	 Dr	 Don	 Owers,	 Ministry	 Development	 Advisor,	 Diocese	 of	
Adelaide,	‘food	for	thought?’,	27	January	2021.	


